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END OF SEMESTER INFO SHEET AND FINAL ASSIGNMENT OUTLINE 
 
PHOT 210 - A 
FOUNDATIONS IN PHOTOGRAPHIC VISION: THEORY & PRACTICE I 
Prof. Pascha Marrow Macpherson 
  
Message from Phot 210 Faculty: 
 
After consulting with the instructors of all sections of PHOT210, we have reached 
a consensus regarding the modification of the upcoming schedule, the final 
examinations and the grade distribution of our courses. 
  
- First of all, our main goal was to find a solution, which takes into consideration 
the imminent possibility that school might be closed beyond March 30. With that 
in mind, we decided to cancel the final critiques and the final assignment is 
redesigned to accommodate the decision that we won’t be physically meeting 
from now on. If you need to leave the city, please feel free to do so. 
  
- We do not think that it is fair and realistic to ask for the completion of the final 
projects in the form of critiques considering the wide-ranging spectrum of how 
this situation might individually have impacted each student. 
  
- As an alternative, we are asking the students to make a “self-assessment 
document” in which they will reflect on their personal learning process in this 
course. 
  
- This document can take many forms: visual essay, artist statement, self-
reflective letter, fictional writing including poetry or journal-entry style 
writing, etc. 
  
Final PROJECT Outline – “A Visual Essay”   
due April 9th – midnight, via email 
 
Requirements and Format: 
 
 - The final work will be a PDF document that will include a small piece of 
self-reflective text of 500-750 words and 1-5 images. Please see details below. 
  
Instructions 
 

- Be creative with this assignment. A good way to approach this would be to 
find a writing format that feels natural to you and can speak to how your 
work has evolved throughout 210 and your current relationship to your at 
this time. Identifying the current crisis or referencing how it is shaping your 
reflections on your work’s development this year and/or your image 
selection is encouraged.   

- Try to take into consideration specific topics covered in class and reflect 
on how they may relate to your projects or image selection as well as your 
personal development.  
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- Feel freed up to share what you wished to achieve with this course, your 
accomplishments, disappointments, anxieties, and expectations moving 
forward. 

- Remember the first cell-phone assignment of this class? Try thinking 
about how far you’ve travelled with your aesthetic or how you have 
developed it from that introductory September presentation. 

 
Course Learning Outcomes 
 
Below are the Learning Outcomes for this course as listed in our course syllabus. 
You can take these into consideration in your text reflection and selection of 
image(s). 
 
1) A proficient understanding of how to operate 35 mm and medium format cameras and their 
accessories (lenses, filters, lights, flash, tripods).  
2) Basic composition techniques and aesthetic evaluation criteria for composing and editing 
images, explored through ongoing instructor lectures, group discussions, workshops, exercises 
and semester critiques. Formal considerations, such as paper type, printing method, mounting, 
framing, installation and sequencing will all be examined as essential components to project 
planning and resolution.  
3) The introduction of Colour Photography as a field of critical and conceptual art making through 
required readings and course lectures. 
 
Evaluation Overview 
 
All of the PHOT210 Instructors will be keeping an open mind regarding the 
structure that this document might take. We are aware that you most likely do not 
have any of your working material with you (contact sheets, prints, notebooks, 
etc.) We are welcoming the use of found images, digital scans, phone photos, 
maquettes, etc. Obviously, documentation of previous/current course work is 
encouraged, if you happen to have it with you, but if not, don’t worry, it is not 
obligatory. This is an assignment that seeks to display all of your emerging 
artistic voices and visual styles while also offering an opportunity to reflect on this 
huge cultural shift of art-making circumstances. How does this impact both your 
personal goals and the learning goals’ of this course? Experimental responses to 
this question encouraged! 
  
Meetings 
 
If you wish to arrange a virtual appointment to discuss your project, please let me 
know by email and we will schedule a meeting via either Skype, Zoom or by 
telephone. Please do not hesitate.  
 
*Very Important Notes* 
 

- If you have access issues to WIFI or a computer more generally, please 
let me know. 

- If you are facing other barriers including travel, illness or anything else, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. We will figure something out. 
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How to Submit Assignment 
 
Step 1) Please organize your text reflection into a design or text based software 
that will allow you to place, arrange and sequence your text and images 
intentionally.  
 
Step 2) Please ensure you use low-res jpeg images to make sure your file will 
not be too large for email submission. 
 
Step 3) Compress this document (it could be a word document, an InDesign 
document, a Photoshop document, a text edit document) into a PDF file labeled 
with your first and last name. 
 
Step 4) Email this document to me for April 9th at midnight 
pascha.macpherson@concordia.ca Again for extenuating circumstances, please 
contact me. 
 
Grading 
 
This Assignment will be worth 30% of your Semester 2 Final Grade (rather than 
50%) and Your Midterm Critique will now be worth 30% of your Semester 2 Final 
Grade (rather than 10%). This is the new Grading Weight all of the PHOT 210 
Instructors agreed upon to ensure fairness across course sections. 
  
“WHAT IF SCHOOL REOPENS ON MARCH 30?”  
  
The last two weeks will be for individual working periods and your presence in 
school won’t be mandatory whatsoever. All individual meetings will be done 
online. The PHOT 210 faculty want to acknowledge that we are very aware of 
how committed our students are to their projects. For this reason, if any student 
wants to re-enter the darkroom if the school reopens, they are welcome and 
encouraged to do so in order to resolve your projects there. However any work 
completed there will not be considered for the final evaluation.  
 
Covid-19 
 
The PHOT 210 Faculty Instructors and myself are aware of the huge loss covid-
19 means for all of your work and the momentum you were reaching up to this 
point. We want to express sincere empathy for this disappointment. It is however 
very important that in times of health crises, safety and harm-reductive 
approaches to daily life and even art making, are prioritized. Your wellness 
always needs to take priority and art will always find a way to survive, and even 
thrive towards transformation, in the most difficult contexts and circumstances.  
 
Finally, I want to thank you for your understanding and adaptability to these 
changes and for your committed engagement throughout this course. Please 
take sanitary precautions if and when re-entering public space and more broadly, 
take good care. 
 


